
Dietrich Bonhoeffer on the Magnificat 

For those who are great and powerful in this world, there are two places 
where their courage fails them, which terrify them to the very depths of their 
souls, and which they dearly avoid. These are the manger and the cross of 
Jesus Christ. No one who holds power dares to come near the manger; 
King Herod also did not dare. For here thrones begin to sway; the powerful 
fall down, and those who are high are brought low, because God is here 
with the lowly. Here the rich come to naught, because God is here with the 
poor and those who hunger. God gives there the hungry plenty to eat, but 
sends the rich and well-satisfied away empty. Before the maidservant 
Mary, before Christ’s manger, before God among the lowly, the strong find 
themselves falling; here they have no rights, no hope, but instead find 
judgment. 
(From a sermon preached in London on the Third Sunday of Advent, 
December 17, 1933) 
 

 


